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“Grand Jury Pro

A federal grand jury in Bos-
ton is investigating possible
criminal charges against The
New York Times, The Wash-
ington Post and The Bosion|
Globe in conncetion with the
‘publication of secret Pentagon
" documents on Vietnam.
" Neil Sheehan, a New York
Pimes reporter credited with
pbreaking the story about the
U.S. decision-making process
_on Victnam, and his wife
Susan, a magazine writer and
author,. were also named in
the government's case before
the Boston grand jury last
week, The Post has learned.
Government - officials have
hinted at the possibility of em-
paneling an kast Coast grand.
jury to scek criminal charges
against those who conveyed
and accepled the top-sccreti
Penlagon papers along with

"Dp. Daniel Ellsberg, who has
admitted leaking the papers
to the press. Ie has been
charged with unauthorized
,possessioh of classificd docu-

‘ments.

Sources said last night that
the government in utmost sc-
‘erecy started its criminal in-
vestigation by presenting ovi-
{dence pefore a federal grand
ijury that has been sitting in
Boston on other matters since
early April,

Two persons cmployed by
different printing firms in the
greaier Boston area testified
before the grand jury last
week. Sources said the prin-
ters apparcntly were involved
in copying parts of the 47-
volume Pentagon study that
ultimately ended up in posses-
sion of The New York Times.
“rphe same sources said that
Ellsherg was not involved in
_early, testimony and that the
government seemed to be con-
cenirating initially on how the
documents | were duplicated
and how they came into pos-
session of The Times.

Two unidentified lawyers
from the Justice Department’s
Internal Sceurity Division and
Richard _E. Bachman, 36, an
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themselves and did nct cob.
flict swith the Supreme Court
,decision permitting the news-
papers to publish the con.
tents of the documents.

Secrcey of the proceedings
was stringent, with US., At
torney llerbert ¥, Traverg Jv.
discarding the usual policy of
making public both witness:
lists and the subject of a grand
jury probe.

In Washington, Justice De-
partment officials would not
disclose the names of the in-
ternal sccurity lawyers who
z.zppearcd before the  grand
jury. ) .
“1 don't think I ought to
comment on the comings and
goings of our atforneys™ a
Justice official said. “Why
possibly tip our hand?”

The sources said it was not
immediately clear what sort
of crimnal charges the gov-
ernment is seeking, “It looks
like a fishing expedition to
me,” said one source. “They
don’t seem to have much.”

Use of the grand jury’s sub-
poena power to compile infor-
mation on the lecaked papenrs
was in line with beliefs of
other govermment sources that
the Justice Department will
prosecile some newspapers
and individuals if it can build
a case.

These government sources
gaid that Attorney General
John N. Mitchell had not de-
cided whether {o proceed
criminally when he left last
weelk for an American Bar,
Association meeting in Lon-
don. . :
The Internal Security divi-
sion reportedly was charged
with developing evidence to
present to Mitchell when he
returns on July 28,

The Justice Department’s i
tention to prosecute was cleat-
1y stated July 1 when Mitchell
sald, “Since the beginning of
the investigation of the Yen-
- tagon’s classified documents,
all avenues of criminal prose-
culion have remained open.

“A review of the Court's
opinions indicates that there
is nothing in them to affect
this situation. The Department
of Justice is continuing its in-

" assistanfppraveshomRele
ton, reportedly stressed to the
grand jury that the eriminal
D aninge weorn ceparate in

vestigation and will prosecute
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. federal criminal laws in con-

nection with this matter.”
The montion of Susan Shee-
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speculation that the governe|

ment believes she may have
been a conduit through which

{he decuments passed to The}

New Vork Times. She has not
been mentioned in any Times
account of the incident. Nor
is she identified in the new
Bantam book, “The Pentagon
Papers,” based on “investiga-
tive reporting by Neil Shee-
han.”

Mrys. Sheehan is a contrib-
utor to the Talk of the Town

column for The New Yorker:
magazine, She has written’
major stories on the Buckley
womnien, Jacqueline Kennedy
Onassis and TEthel Xenuedy
for the Ladies Home Journal
and McCall's. She has also
written a book, “Ten Vietna-
mese,” ihrough which she re-
counts the tragedy of the war
on the people of South Viet-
nam. ’

Alaterial for the book was
.gathered duving 1965 and 1966
while her husband was a New

tyork Times correspondent in .

|Saigon. 1t was published in
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